
Creative Sound 
Blaster Recon3D
£194.90 >> www.amazon.co.uk

This wireless headset is remarkably 
comfortable, but does need to be charged 
via mini-USB. The external soundcard it 
comes with might look clunky, but the 
quality of audio it provides is incredible. 
Expert noise-cancelling and THX 5.1 make 
games sound stunning, but the tight ear 
seal makes them too hot for lengthy use. 
Optional ‘Scout Mode’ boosts nearby 
sounds, so you can hear people sneaking 
up in online shooters. 


Sennheiser X320
£89.95 >> www.amazon.co.uk

Sennheiser headphones are known for 
great sound quality, and the 2.1 audio 
pumped out of this wired pair won’t 
disappoint. The headset is comfortable, 
but excess cabling quickly gets messy, 
and the price feels steep for what it is.


▲ The Astro wireless receiver 
plugs into the headphones, 

and is small enough to sit on 
an armrest while you play.

Astro A40 
£203.98 >> www.astrogaming.co.uk

This headset is super-lightweight and 
well ventilated, making it perfect for 
lengthy gaming sessions. However, it 
doesn’t grip very well, making it less 
good at blocking out background noise. 
The wired version is much better value.


 O
nce you’ve bought that nice 
HD telly, the next thing on 
your list should be sorting out 
sound. Wiring up your house 

with beefy 5.1 is brilliant for showing 
off, but you can’t beat the subtlety of a 
good pair of headphones. Get the right 
ones, and you’ll be able to hear people 
sneak up on you in games like 
Battlefi eld. Priceless.
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Turtle Beach XP500
£179.99 >> www.amazon.co.uk

Despite the huge list of features, this 
wireless headset doesn’t feel worthy of 
the price. The Dolby 5.1 sounds crisp, 
but is still quite tinny on the bass-heavy 
settings. The cheap build quality is the 
fi nal straw – if you’re dropping this kind 
of money, look elsewhere.


Razer Chimaera
£159.99 >> www.amazon.co.uk

This headset is heavier than the rest, 
but the build quality and comfort make 
it the best all-rounder. The entirely 
wireless 5.1 headset sounds fantastic, 
and buttons on the headphones let you 
tweak the sound without getting up.


▲ The XP500’s wireless 
transmitter doubles up 
as a stand, but it looks 

mass-produced and cheap.

▲ Razer’s dock doesn’t use any 
wires, and looks glossy and 
gorgeous to boot. If you like 

pretty gadgets, this is the one.

▼ The Recon3D’s chunky 
sound card makes all the 
difference. The hardware in 
this box is what’ll make your 
games sound phenomenal.

Creative Sound Blaster 
Tactic360 Sigma
£49.02 >> www.amazon.co.uk

The leather-style earpieces get a bit too 
toasty during long play sessions, but 
neater cables, PC compatibility, and a  
high build quality make these best 
wired 2.1 set for those on a budget. 


Sennheiser X2
£14.99 >> www.play.com

If your original Xbox 360 headset is 
past its best, it might be worth picking 
these up. A snug fi t and slightly better 
sound quality make the X2 a great 
upgrade for those who prefer to use 
standard speakers, letting you ditch the 
old headset when the foam turns yellow.


SteelSeries Spectrum 7XB
£94.97 >> www.amazon.co.uk

The 7XB’s wireless receiver is small, 
lightweight and entirely USB powered. 
The stereo sound quality isn’t bad, and 
the headset feels surprisingly sturdy. If 
they have to be wireless and you’re on a 
budget, these are the ones to go for. 
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